
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stockbridge Colonies 
Residents Association 

Welcomes you 
to the Colonies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The Residents Association 

All Colonies residents are members of the Stockbridge Colonies 
Residents Association (SCRA), which is run by an elected committee, 
and the AGM is held in March each year. 

 
Each street has a volunteer Street Convenor, one of whose roles is to 
deliver the local news bulletin (Newsline) to every household once a 
year, and to report to/liaise with the committee on matters of concern. 

 
SCRA also organises and raises funds from a wide range of events 
including an annual quiz night, yard sale, river clean-up, garden 
competition, ceilidh,  and carol singing at Christmas. 

 

Communications 
 

Newsline – annual online and print 

Notice Boards: Topical issues and matters of local interest are posted 
on the two noticeboards at either end of the Colonies. 

Mailing list: “Grapevine” grapevine@stockbridgecolonies.com 

To subscribe to Grapevine - send a blank email to:  

grapevine-join@stockbridgecolonies.com 
 

Website: www.stockbridgecolonies.com with information on a wide range 
of topics, including a business directory with contact details of 
tradespeople recommended by residents, SCRA committee meeting 
minutes, history, details of Colonies events, etc. 

 
Facebook: Residents are encouraged to ‘like’ Stockbridge Colonies on 
Facebook and to use it to post details of items for sale, events and 
offers relevant to Colonies residents. 

      https://www.facebook.com/StockbridgeColonies 



Beginnings 
The Colonies of Stockbridge were the first of a series of similar ‘colonies’ 
to be built by The Edinburgh Co-operative Building Company, starting in 
1861. As such, they were the ‘showcase’ for what became a highly 
successful co- operative housing venture. 

The aim of the Company was to build healthy and comfortable homes for 
artisans to buy or rent at a time when accommodation for such people was 
in very short supply. The directors chose the ‘high-door/low-door’ model for 
their design, with access to the upper houses provided by the distinctive 
external staircases. 

Most of the Company’s directors worked in the building trade, and the names 
of some of them were chosen for the following terraces: Bell, Collins, Colville 
and Rintoul. Another special feature, unique to the Stockbridge Colonies, is 
the carved gable-end plaques which represent the trades of the Company’s 
employees. 

In recognition of their history and architectural merit the houses were 
awarded List B status in 1973, and in 2013 were designated as a 
Conservation Area. 

 
Further reading 

 

The Colonies of Stockbridge, 
by Rose Pipes (1998) 

 
No Whistling on a Sunday, 
the Colonies oral history group (1999) 

 
Edinburgh’s Colonies: Housing the 
Workers, 
by Richard Rodger (2011) 



Alterations to houses 
 

The unique nature of the houses, and the fact that they are listed 
buildings in a conservation area, means that it is vitally important to 
preserve original features, including front doors, windows, railings and 
internal cornices. 

 
Most alterations will need planning consent from the Council, 
including, in many cases, Listed Building Consent. There are penalties 
involved for failing to obtain consent, so it is vital to check with the 
Council before embarking on any structural or external alterations, 
including changes to or replacement of windows and doors. 

 
If the Council confirms that consents are required, then it is essential 
that you obtain all the documents relating to any changes made to the 
property (i.e. building warrants, planning permission and plans). 
Should you choose to sell your property in the future, you will need 
these documents as a record of work done. 

 
Further information regarding planning guidelines can be found on the 
SCRA website, and in the leaflet specially produced by the SCRA. 

Planning helpdesk 
The first point of contact with the Council should be the Planning 
Helpdesk at: 

 
Waverley Court 
4 East Market Street 
Edinburgh EH8 8BG 

 
Tel: 0131 529 3550 
Email: planning@edinburgh.gov.uk 

 
Further help can be found at the following Council website: 

 
     https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planning-building 



Gardens 
 

Our gardens are one of the most attractive features of the Colonies, 
providing private spaces, colour and greenery for all to enjoy. There is 
an annual garden competition with prizes awarded for the best  garden 
in each street, as well as the best and the most improved garden in the 
whole of the Colonies. 

 
Water run-off can be a problem from hard surfaces, so planted 
rather than paved surfaces are to be encouraged. 

 
When planting trees and shrubs, think carefully about their 
proximity to the building – height and root-spread can cause 
serious damage as well as reducing the amount of light inside 
adjacent properties. 

 
Similarly, the choice of size and position for garden sheds, bins and 
seating should take account of their impact on the view from low-door 
house windows, and foliage should be pruned regularly to prevent it 
from encroaching onto and overhanging pavements. 

 

Shared responsibilities for 
repairs and maintenance 

 
For the purposes of property repairs and maintenance, the houses 
are regarded as tenements. 

 
This means that usually the owners of each house in a block of four 
(or two, in the case of some gable-end properties) share the cost of 
repairs equally between them. 

 
This applies to roof and gutter repairs, but excludes dormer windows, 
which are the responsibility of the owner of the relevant upper house. 



Consider your neighbours 

Noise levels need consideration between neighbours 

Party walls are often only one brick 

thick and while the Victorian 

‘ash deafening’ (sound-proofing 

between floors) was originally very 

effective, changes over the years 

have reduced its value. Carpets as 

opposed to bare floorboards 

greatly improve sound insulation. 

 
Please consider your neighbours when 

running your washing machine and/or 

dishwasher. If you are in an upper colony, try 

to limit their use to normal waking hours 

and try not to leave the property when they 

are on, as any leaks very soon result in 

damage to the flat below. 

 
Please ensure that the ventilation 

grills at the base of house walls 

(which open into gardens) are 

kept clear of any obstructions. 

They open into the cellars below, 

and perform a vital role 

in keeping the houses 

dry and free from damp. 



Refuse and recycling 
Up-to-date schedules for all waste collections are posted on the 
noticeboards at either end of the Colonies and as well as on the 
Council website www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20001/bins_and_recycling 

 

Grey wheelie bins (General waste), green wheelie 
bins (Recycling other than glass) and small black 
bins (Food waste) should be placed on the 
pavement outside your house by 6 am on 
collection day 

It is vital to put 
   your address 

on each bin. 

Brown wheelie bins (Garden waste) should be taken to the end of your 
street and left on the pavement along Glenogle Road by 6 am on 
collection day. 

 
If there is no address on 
the bin it will be left on 

Glenogle Road. 
 

Any uncollected bins will be 
removed by the council. 

Please collect your emptied bins from 
Glenogle Road as soon as possible 
after they have been emptied, so as 
not to impede pedestrians. 

Glass should be deposited (between 
7am - 9pm only please) in one of the 
communal glass bins with a purple 
lid positioned on Glenogle Road 

Parking 
 

Please park with consideration to 
maximise the use of scarce space. It is 
advisable to reverse into a Colonies 
street to avoid having to reverse out of 
it onto Glenogle Road. 
In the interests of access for 
emergency vehicles, and ease of 
access for residents’ cars, it is vital to 
respect the double-yellow lines at the 
ends of streets at all times. 

Residents’ parking permits and visitors’ 
parking permits are available online 
at: 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/parkingp
ermits 
Or in person from: 
249 High Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1YJ 
Tel: 0131 469 3291 

please note that although the Council website states that Visitors’ permits cannot be used 
in mews areas, this does not apply to the Stockbridge Colonies 



Winter freeze ups 
Very cold winters and burst pipes are not unknown in the Colonies and 
can cause much damage and distress. 

You can help to avoid frozen pipes by ensuring they are well lagged, 
especially in attic spaces, and by keeping the house warm in very 
cold weather. When absent for several days, it is wise to leave 
central heating on low or to set radiators to frost setting. 

 

Plumbing and burst pipes 
The original plumbing systems in Colonies’ houses involved facilities 
shared between two and sometimes four properties, all 
coming from a shared mains supply. In most 
houses this has been upgraded over the years, 
and many houses have a stop cock within the 
property that can turn the supply on and off. 

If pipes burst, it is 
vital that you turn 
off mains water. 

 

If this is the case in your property, it is a good idea to identify the 
location of the stop cock in your house so that you can turn off the 
supply if necessary. 

If you do not have your own stop cock, you will need to turn off the water 
supply to your house in the street, but you should note that this will also 
turn off the water supply to all other houses (usually 4 or 2) that share 
your supply. 

To turn off the water supply in the street you will need a Toby key. Most 
plumbers will have a toby key and you can buy one from a hardware store 
such as B&Q. It would also be sensible to check with your neighbours who 
share the same supply. 

Toby Key 



USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

Community Police 
Drylaw Police Station 
Telephone 101 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/police-
stations/edinburgh-police-stations/drylaw-
mains-police-station/ 
 

Glenogle Swim Centre 
Telephone 0131 343 6376 
www.edinburghleisure.co.uk 

 
Edinburgh Council Planning                       
Telephone 0131 529 3550  
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/pl
anning-building 

 
Winter Weather   
https://www.metcheck.com/W
EATHER/180days.asp?zipcode=
EDINBURGH 

 
Report Faulty Street Lighting  
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/stree
tlightproblem 

 
Refuse Collection, Recycling 
Telephone 0131 529 3030  
Reduce, reuse and recycle – The City of 
Edinburgh Council 
 
Stockbridge Library 
Telephone 0131 529 5665 
Libraries – The City of Edinburgh Council 

 
Stockbridge Community Council  
http://stockbridgeandinverleithcc.org
.uk/ 
 
Friends of Rocheid Path 
Email: info@TheRocheidPath.co.uk 

 
 

Stockbridge Health Centre 
Telephone 0131 225 9191 
www.greenpractice-shc.co.uk 
Dr Shaw & Partners | 
Stockbridge Health Centre 
(drshawandpartners.com) 

 
Eyre Medical Practice 
Telephone 0131 556 8842 
Eyre Medical Practice – Edinburgh Medical 
Practice (eyre-medical-practice.co.uk) 
 

 
    Flood information 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) Homepage 
Telephone: 0131 449 7296 



 
 

 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRA WEBSITE 
Information about the local community 

www.Stockbridgecolonies.com 
 

SCRA GRAPEVINE 
For regular updates and news 

                                           grapevine@stockbridgecolonies.com 
 
 
 

SCRA FACEBOOK PAGE 
To sell items to neighbours 

www.facebook.com/StockbridgeColonies 
 

SCRA Notice Boards 
On Glenogle Road at the east and west 

end of the Colonies 


